OVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REFORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  19480 


* 


/ 


Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  a report 
upon  the  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year,  1948. 

1 o la  Irafciv  up  in  atsc  uidahue  with  the  Circular 
m a sued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health 


Yours  obediently 


A„  CATHCART 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SUMMARY  OP 


Area  i in  acres) 

population  (Estimated  December  1347) 

Density 

Inhabited  houses 
New  houses  certified 
Births 

Birth  rate  per  1000 
Deaths 

De^th  rate  per  1000 

Deaths  under  the  age  of  i year 

Infantile  Mentality  per  1000  related  Births 

Death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


29,749 

5,665 

.2 

1,280 

14 


134 

22.84 

78 

11.6 

7 

. 52.24 
2.72 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 

Rateable  value  £17,509 

Sum  represented  by  a Id  Rate  £ 71-2-7 


The  Rural  District  of  Overton  is  a completely  detatched 
part  of  Flintshire,  situated  to  the-  South-east . of  the  County- 
on  the  English  bank  of  the  Dee.  Set  on  the  borders  of 
England  and  Wales  the  area,  roughly  shaped  like  a diamond 
is  11  miles  from  East  to  West  and  six  miles  from  North 
to  South.  The  River  Dee  with  Denbighshire  beyond  bounds 
the  District  in  the  West,  whilst  to  the  North  lies 
Cheshire  and  to  the  East  and  South  Shropshire. 


The  whole  District  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated 
so  that  the  principal  industries  are  agriculture  and 
its  associated  rural  undertakings. 


it  is  one  of  the  richest  milk  producing  areas 
in  the  wiaole  ooxxntxy . 


General  provisions  of  Health  Services 
in  the  area. 


1 • Public  Health  Officers  of  tho  Authority  Pons ist  of j - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 

A 

Dr*  W.M.  Casper, 

Sanitary  inspec tor 

Mr,  R.L.  Higgins. 

2,  Laboratory  Facilities 


This  work  is  oarried  out  by  the  Bao teriologioal  Department, 
Royal  Infirmary,  Chester,  The  Bacteriological  Department  of  the 
University  of  Liverpool  and  the  Bnergency  Publio  Health 
Laboratory  Conway,  the  latter  being  used  particularly  for  the 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Samples.  The  Examination 
of  Milk  Samples  is  done  at  The  University  College  0f  North  Wales,. 
Bangor. 


3 .  Ambulance  Facilities 


4,  Hospitals 

Infectious  diseases.  Ellesmere  or  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospitals 

General,  Hospitals  outside  the  County  are  used  for  General 
oases. 

Royal  Infirmary.  Chester 
Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital 
Wrexham  Emergency  Hospital 
Ellesmere  Cottage  Hospital 
Whitchuroh  Cottage  Hospital 


It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  two  large  Ministry  of  Pensions 
Hospitals  for  polish  persons  are  situated  in  the  area. 

a)  No,  3,  Polish  General  Hospital  Situate  at  Penley  - 
General  ca.ses. 

b)  No.  4.  Polish  General  Hospital  situate  at  Isooyd  for 
tuberculosis, 

5.  Maternity 

patients  are  admitted  when  necessary  to  a Maternity 
home  either  at  Gresford  or  Wrexham  (both  3iomee 
being  outside  the  County) 


6.  Clinics 


Thore  e.re  no  olinioa  established  in  the  area 


PREVALENCE 


AND  CONTROL  OP  jINFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


i 

i 


DIPHTHERIA 

Hr 

Diphtheria  Prophylactic  ^tigen  is  issued  free 
to  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  /immunization  of  children 
in  t£e  area. 

The  response  was  excellent  and  ahigh  percentage  of  the 
children  are  fully  protected. 

PREVENTION  OP  BLINDNESS . . 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the*  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


No  action  taken 


. C.Lj  o 


Disease 

Total 
Case  s 
Notified 

Cg-ses  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

4 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

m 

- 

E*  n.texio  Fever 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

4 

- 

2 

Cerebos  Spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

78 

- 

- 

Who oping  Cough 

4 

~ 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  j 

- 

- 

- 

£p thalmia  N e o na to  rua 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliorayllitis ^ 

I 

1 

1 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


# 


ALL  CAUSES 


M P 

40  38 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  \7h  coping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

9.  influenza 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  & polioencephalitis 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesophagus  (m)  Uterus  (f) 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  System 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  Diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  puerperal  and  post  Abertrinal  Sepsis 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

31.  Premature  Birth 

32.  Congenital  Malfermatlon  birth  injury 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accident 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

36.  All  other  causes 


9 

5 


1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

2 

2 


1 

2 


2 

1 

3 


2 


NOTE:-  6 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  due  to 
Registration  of  Polish  Persons 
dying  from  Tuberculosis  in  'No,  4, 
polish  Hospital  at  Iscoyd. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1 an 
unde 
3 

d 3 and 
r undoi 
5 

5 and 
under 
10 

10  and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 
25 

over 

25 

Non 

Civil 

-ian 

Total 

Steal 1 pox 

— ■ — — ' 

Scarlet  Fever 

• 

m 

2 

2 

- 

mm 

- 

4 

Diphtheria 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Euterlc  Fever 

a* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

4 

Enyipelas 

mm 

mm  , y 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Neonat -iruii 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

Measles 

2 

11 

15 

38 

7 

2 

3 

- 

78 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

■» 

3 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

4 

Cerebro  Spinal  (F) 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

tm 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

' 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Tabulated  New  cases  for  1948 


Age  periods 

Re  spiratory 
M F 

Non  Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

Under  1 

mm 

mm 

1-5 

- 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

5-10 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-25 

- 

M 

- 

- 

mm 

25-35 

_ 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

35-45 

3 * 

mm 

mm 

mm 

0 - 

45-55 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

55-65 

- 

mm 

mm 

mm 

M 

65  and  over 

mm 

wm 

* 


■ 


* 

BIRTHS 


EXTRACTS  from  the 

VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the 

YEAR 

Male 

Femal  e 

Total 

LEGITIMATE 

69 

56 

125 

XLLEG I TIMATE 

4 

5 

9 

Total 

73 

61 

134 

Birth  rate  per  1000  population  22.84 
Birth  rate  England  and  Wales  17.90 


STILL  BIRTHS  L EG  I TIM  ATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 

Total 


Male 

Femal  e 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

7 

Rate  per  1000  population  1,19 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales. 42 


DEATHS 


Male  Female  Total 

40  38  78 


Death  Tto/be  per  1000  Population  11.6 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  10.8 


Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  Pregnancy  and 
Child  Birth 


From  SepBis  „Nil 

From  other  causes  .........Nil 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 Year  *- 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births  52,24 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  34 


Male 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ^all  ages) 

'Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


Femal  e 


1 

6 


3 


I 


; 


- 


♦ 


' 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 


1.  MILK  SUPPLY 


The  district  is  well  known  for  itfs 
dairy  farming,  and  milk  is  produced  in  abundance. 

The  producers  are  chiefly  Wholesale,  and  the  Milk 
is  collected  by  Creameries  with  their  own  transport. 

The  general  standard  of  milk  production  is  very 
good,  and  the  Dairy  Farmers  readily  respond  to  advice 
in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  "the  accredited”  Scheme. 
The  number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  is  increasing 
and  there  is  one  Pasteurising  plant  licenoed  in  the 
area. 


2.  MILK  SAMPLES 


The  County  Police  are  still  the 
authority^appointed  to  take  samples  under  the 
Food  and  Drug  Acts,  Samples  from  "accredited"  and 
other  Designated  premises  are  regularly  taken  by 
the  County  Agricultural  Advisory  Officers. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  THE  AREA 


u.  WATER.  <3310  Council  as  the  Yfhter  authority  has  successfully 
completed  the  first  sections  of  the  comprehensive  water 
distribution  scheme.  Prom  the  Liverpool  Corporation  vyrnwy 
Aqueduct  a 4 inch  diameter  main  has  been  extended  westwards 
to.  the  Parish  Boundary  of  Bangor- is-y-Coed . There  are 
approximately  60  consumers  receiving  mains  water. 

Extensions  to  the  Parishes  of  Worthenbury  and  Bangor -is-y-C as d 
have  been  submitted  for  approval, 

2,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  No  alterations  has  taken 
place  in  the  systems  at  Overton  and  Bangor  Isyooed. 
a modern  disposal  plant  at  Overton  is  contemplated. 


3.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  Refuse  Collection  is  operated  weekly 

in  parts  of  the  Parish  of  Bangor  Isycoed  and  fortnightly 
in  the  Parish  of  Overton.  Schemes  are  contemplated  for  other 
Parishes. 


4.  Shops  and  Offices.  No  aotion  has  been  necessary. 


5.  Camping  Sites  No  camping  sites  existing  within 
the  District. 


6.  anoke  Abatement  No  action  has  been  required. 


7.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  None  in  existence  in  the  District 


8.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  No  action  has  been  found 

neoessary . 


9.  Rag  Flook  Act.  1911  & 1928 
necessary. 


No  action  has  been  found 


I 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  19 48 


1.  - INSPECTIONS 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


M/C  Number  on 

atomises  line  No.  Register 

• (i)  (a(  (3) 


(1)  F&otories  in  1 12 

which  Seotions  1 
* 2,3, 4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced 
by  Looal 
Authorities 

(id  Factories  not  Nil 

included  in  (l)  in 
whioh  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Looal  Authority 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  Nil 


Number  of 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers  M/o 
(4)  notices  prosecuted  line  1 

(5)  (6)  (7) 

18  7 Nil  1 


2 


3 


Total 


12  18  7 Nil 


2 - CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  Number 


particulars 

M/C 

To  H.M.  By  oases  in 

M/G 

Line 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspect;  H.M. 

whioh 

Line 

(1) 

No 

-or  Inspect  prosec 

No 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)  (6) -or 

-utions 

<s> 

Want  of  Cleanliness! S.l, ) 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Nil 

4 

Overcrowding  (S#2.) 

5 

- 

mm  .m 

4m 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature! S. 

3)  6 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4 

.)  7 

- 

- - 

mrn 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors^ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

(3.6.) 

Sanitary  Conveniences! S. 7. ) 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

3 

3 

1 

- 

9 

(bl  Unsuitable  or  defective  1C 

2 

o 

1 

- 

10 

(cj  Not  separate  for  sexes  11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Other  offenoes  against  the 

Aat  I* 

■* 

mm  m* 

— 

12 

Total 

7 

-7 

3 

Nil 

60 

( 


k 


